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802-424-0589

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Call Now 
Toll-Free

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a new walk-in shower, you can 

make sure your bathroom ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was designed by 

experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety and convenience when it matters most. 

Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of falling, giving you the 

freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.Introducing the
ALL NEW

Walk-In
Shower!

802-424-0589

www.SafeStepShower.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In 

Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in 
Shower purchase. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase.

$750 OFF
Call today and receive 

exclusive savings of up to

Call Toll-Free
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 for more information and ask about our Senior Discounts

Enjoy the ease of

Showering 
Safely

So you can stay in 
the home you love!

 Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
  Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair Accessible
 Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head
 Professionally Installed in 1 day
 Easy-to-reach Shower Wand
 Fold Down Safety Seat
 Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
 Lifetime Warranty
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Experts only

Killington Resort to offer one more day
on the slopes but for select riders. 2A

Weather

High 75° ❚ Low 52°
Sunny. Forecast, 2A

Author adventure

Five things you should know before
touring Rudyard Kipling’s VT home. 5A QEAJAB-01001s

This summer, be on the lookout for
the hidden histories around Burlington.
Some of the most iconic Burlington
landmarks have a deep history hidden
in them.

Here are some of the histories around
town — and look for green historical

markers around Burlington that point
out battles, famous Burlington figures,
and much more. 

Battery Park 

Battery Park is a beautiful staple of
Burlington parks, known for its sweep-
ing views of Lake Champlain and a base
for the annual Burlington City Mara-
thon. However, the park has also played
a role in two American wars. If you look
closely around the park, you’ll find 

Stories behind some of city’s historical sites

See SITES, Page 5A

Green markers designate
Burlington’s landmarks

Kate O’Farrell
Burlington Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

A volunteer plays the part of Fanny
Allen at the Ethan Allen Homestead in
Burlington. RYAN MERCER/FREE PRESS

WASHINGTON – U.S. employers
added 390,000 jobs in May, extend-
ing a streak of solid hiring that has
bolstered an economy under pres-
sure from high inflation and rising
interest rates.

Last month’s gain reflects a resil-
ient job market that has so far
shrugged off concerns that the
economy will weaken in the coming
months as the Federal Reserve
steadily raises interest rates to fight
inflation. The unemployment rate
remained a low 3.6% in May, just
above a half-century low, the Labor
Department said Friday.

The job growth in May was high
enough to keep the Fed on track to
pursue what’s likely to be the fastest
series of rate hikes in more than 30
years. Stock market futures fell Fri-
day after the government released
the jobs report, reflecting that con-
cern.

Businesses in many industries
remain desperate to hire because
their customers have kept spending
freely despite intensifying concerns
about high inflation. Americans’ fi-
nances have been buoyed by rising
pay and an unusually large pile of
savings that were accumulated dur-
ing the pandemic, particularly by
higher-income households. 

Workers, in general, are enjoying
nearly unprecedented bargaining
power. The number of people who
are quitting jobs, typically for better
positions at higher pay, has been at
or near a record high for six months. 

In May, Friday’s jobs report
showed, more Americans came off
the sidelines of the workforce and
found jobs, a sign that rising wages
and plentiful opportunities are en-
couraging people to look for work.
Rising prices might also have led
some to take jobs: The number of
people ages 55 or over who are work-
ing rose last month, suggesting that
some older Americans are “unretir-
ing” after leaving their jobs – or be-
ing laid off – during the pandemic
and its aftermath.

Average hourly wages rose 10
cents in May to $31.95, the govern-
ment said, a solid gain but not 

U.S. employers added 390,000 jobs
in May. The job growth was high
enough to keep the Fed on track for
rate hikes. NAM Y. HUH/AP, FILE

Report:
US added
390,000
jobs 
in May 
Christopher Rugaber 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See JOBS, Page 4A

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION – Thalia Schramm lived in Chicago
before coming to Northern Stage a year ago. The company man-
ager for the White River Junction theater company said rents
were cheaper in the third-largest city in the United States than
they are in the Upper Valley.

One of Schramm’s duties as company manager is to arrange
housing for temporary and full-time employees. The full-time
employees include Schramm; she lives in a Northern Stage rent-
al she described as dorm-like and boxy.

The theater company has been growing for years, building its
main stage in 2015 in the brand-new Barrette Center for the Arts.
Northern Stage considered furthering its growth with a second
indoor stage, but decided it faced an even more-pressing need: 

“I definitely feel like I’m reaching a crossroads where I may have to make a choice to

live elsewhere, because I feel like I’m getting priced out of Burlington.”
Trish Denton
Burlington-based artist

Michelle Beth Herman and Thom Miller perform in the spring 2022 production of “Monty Python’s Spamalot” at
Northern Stage in White River Junction. PROVIDED PHOTO BY MARK WASHBURN

Arts ready to rebound in VT
– if artists can find housing

If you go
Related events coming soon include:

Northern Stage
June 15-July 10, the musical event “Side by Side
with Sondheim.” $17.75-$43.75.
www.northernstage.org

Weston Theatre Company
July 6-30, “Marry Me a Little,” with music and lyrics
by Stephen Sondheim. $22-$74.
www.westontheater.org

Trish Denton
3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 p.m. Saturday, June 4, “X-VOTIVE”
multimedia production with Burlington soul group
Acqua Mossa, Contois Auditorium, Burlington City
Hall, during the Burlington Discover Jazz Festival.
Free. www.flynnvt.org/Events/2022/6/x-votive

Northern Stage looks to future
with $7.5M building project
Brent Hallenbeck Burlington Free Press USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOUSING, Page 6A
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housing for staff and visiting artists. By
owning its own housing, Northern Stage
figures it can better lure and attract art-
ists coming into town for temporary gigs
as well as full-time employees of the
company. 

Northern Stage approached the town
of Hartford on May 19 with preliminary
plans to add housing in the village of
White River Junction. The project, with
a tentative cost of $7.5 million, would
create 31 beds in 24 units and help draw
and keep artists, stage crew and the
company’s administrative employees in
the small, rural community of just over
2,000 people.

Just as significantly, the project
would free up 10 to 15 units Northern
Stage currently leases on behalf of em-
ployees and visiting artists at a time
when housing in Vermont has become
especially scarce and expensive. 

“We’ve been in the housing business
as a necessity of the art we do,” said
Irene Green, managing director at
Northern Stage for nearly a decade.
“The challenges around that have con-
tinued to multiply.”

Observers in the arts world who rely
on housing for their artists attribute the
state’s unusually-tight real-estate mar-
ket to factors including an influx of out-
of-staters buying housing in Vermont
during the COVID-19 pandemic, reduc-
ing the available housing stock and driv-
ing prices up. With arts organizations in
Vermont looking to rebound after two
years of devastating pandemic-related
shutdowns, some see securing housing
for artists and crews — owning housing
rather than relying upon the changeable
market for rental housing — as one of
the best ways to ensure their survival.

Schramm, for instance, said she is
looking forward to the chance to move
into newer housing should the project
go through. Upgraded housing would
entice actor Thom Miller back to North-
ern Stage. The actor has come from New
York state to perform in and stay in tem-
porary housing in White River Junction
off and on since 2006.

“Having housing that makes you feel
comfortable is, I guess, priceless,” the
actor said on a recent evening, moments
before performing at Northern Stage.
Improved housing, he said, would be a
boon for artists and the company alike.

“People will want to work here non-
stop,” Miller said.

How owning homes could help
Northern Stage survive another
economic crisis

Miller spent that night in the tony
digs of Camelot, or more specifically,
“Monty Python’s Spamalot,” the irrever-
ent show Northern Stage presented this
spring. An early song in the musical, “I
Am Not Dead Yet,” is meant as a comic
take on the Black Death centuries ago
but hit close to home in light of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic that has killed more
than 1 million Americans in just over two
years.

Northern Stage, after losing much of
its schedule since March 2020, had to
cancel nine of its planned 37 perfor-
mances of “Spamalot” when COVID ran
through cast and crew. The unsteady
ebb and flow of the virus in Vermont
represents another of the challenges
that Green said have continued to multi-
ply for Northern Stage.

“We faced our ruin when COVID hit,”
said Carol Dunne, producing artistic di-
rector at Northern Stage. 

Not only did the theater company
lose multiple productions when the
pandemic curtailed public gatherings,
Northern Stage had to pay thousands of
dollars a month for rental housing it had
secured but was unable to use. Green
said Northern Stage had to negotiate a
new arrangement to stop the financial
hemorrhaging that, without funding
from the federal Shuttered Venue Oper-
ators Grant, could have doomed the 25-
year-old theater company. (The compa-
ny continued to pay for unused apart-
ments until the landlords could re-rent
them to other tenants, at which point
Northern Stage was allowed out of its
lease agreements.)

The arts deliver entertainment and
enlightenment for audiences, but the
creative sector also provides thousands
of jobs for the Vermont economy. Ac-
cording to the Vermont Arts Council, the
state’s creative-sector employment to-
taled nearly 41,000 jobs in 2019, the last
year before the pandemic. That adds up
to nearly 10% of employment statewide;
arts and culture represents about a
quarter of the total that includes design
and specialty food.

Many of those arts-and-culture jobs
pass through White River Junction.
Green, the managing director at North-
ern Stage, said the company brings 250
artists into town on short-term con-
tracts in a typical year.

Northern Stage was scrutinized in a
February column in its hometown pub-
lication the Valley News for paying less
than the state’s new minimum wage to
apprentice employees, though as the
column points out a nonprofit company
such as Northern Stage is only legally
obligated to pay the lower federal mini-
mum wage. Green said the nonprofit
company she called “a mentoring insti-
tution” provides other benefits, includ-
ing offering employees a 30% discount
from market rental rates. Employees
pay $700-$1,000 per month if they
choose to rent from Northern Stage, in
addition to receiving free utilities, trash
service, and internet.

Dunne, the producing artistic direc-
tor, said the company began seriously
considering buying rather than renting
housing about five years ago. The com-
pany’s art has grown to the point that it
demands more space, Dunne said,
which means Northern Stage needs
more space for people as well.

“COVID built the case” to own hous-
ing for employees, according to Dunne.
“We never expected that.” 

She said the pandemic helped North-
ern Stage realize it needs added capital
to survive a similar economic challenge.
By owning housing rather than being
caught in an expensive leasing agree-
ment, Northern Stage could sell build-
ings should another crisis arise.

If the proposal is approved, Northern
Stage would build new or renovate ex-
isting housing a short walk up Gates
Street from the Barrette Center for the
Arts. Green hopes that housing could
become available to employees in two
years, which would also reduce the
housing strain in the Upper Valley.

“That’s good for the entire communi-
ty,” she said, “and not just good for
Northern Stage.”

‘It’s not sustainable’: Weston
Theater pays more for staff
housing farther away

The housing shortage in Vermont, of
course, is not unique to the Connecticut
River valley. It’s felt in areas both rural
and urban.

Susanna Gellert is artistic director of
the Weston Theater Company, formerly
known as Weston Playhouse and locat-
ed in a southern Vermont town of less
than 1,000 residents. Like Northern
Stage, the Weston company is experi-
encing the housing pinch.

The company operates primarily in
the summer and relies on seasonal rent-
al property in and near the isolated
community of Weston. Since the pan-
demic arrived, however, Gellert said
those rentals have dissipated with long-
time landlords selling houses during the
real-estate boom.

“We simply have lost access to hous-
ing stock,” said Gellert, who estimated
that Weston can no longer use 25 to 40
bedrooms at houses the company has
rented for decades. Gellert attributes
the decrease in part to people fleeing ur-
ban areas during the pandemic to buy
housing in Vermont and an increase in
property owners renting for shorter-
term arrangements such as via Airbnb.

Gellert is loath to say “How dare
you?” “It’s economics,” she said, adding
that some of Weston’s patrons may use
Airbnb to stay in town. “It’s definitely
causing problems for us.”

Weston pays for performers and tem-

porary staff including stage managers,
lighting crew and sound crew to stay in
seasonal housing. When those workers
have to drive longer distances to stay in
more expensive places, it affects the
employees and it affects the theater
company.

“The bottom line is it’s impacting our
operational budget,” Gellert said. “It’s
not sustainable for the long term.”

Short-term, the company is mulling
options such as host families for out-of-
town performers much as the Vermont
Lake Monsters collegiate-level baseball
team provides for players in Burlington.
Long-term, Gellert said, state govern-
ment needs to find ways to encourage
housing “that feeds communities as a
whole.”

Independent artist hit by housing
struggles

Trish Denton is an independent art-
ist but, like those connected to Northern
Stage and the Weston Theater Compa-
ny, housing challenges cloud her future.

Denton lives in Burlington with her
teenage son and works a variety of jobs
in the Vermont arts scene. She’s artistic
director of In Tandem Arts, has led pro-
ductions such as the dance-theater hy-
brid “Orkestriska’s Box” and recently
helped create “X-VOTIVE,” an immer-
sive music-video experience coupled
with a live set by soulful Burlington
band Acqua Mossa. 

Denton’s artistic career is built on el-
evating the stories of Vermont commu-
nities. She’s afraid the housing shortage
may force her to leave those communi-
ties.

“I’m a community-based artist. The
work I have done in Vermont has very
much been centered around the two
communities I have lived in and been in-
timately involved in,” said Denton, who
previously lived in Montpelier. “I defi-
nitely feel like I’m reaching a crossroads
where I may have to make a choice to
live elsewhere, because I feel like I’m
getting priced out of Burlington.”

A survey by a Burlington realty com-
pany showed that the median sale price
of a single-family home in northwestern
Vermont jumped by more than 16% last
year. Denton feels partly responsible for
those numbers. She cited the South End
of Burlington, where artists made com-
munities hip by moving into cheap stu-
dio space, creating a culture that im-
proves quality of life that eventually at-
tracts business investments and drives
up property values.

“It’s really hard to feel like I’m reach-
ing this point where I’m seeing Burling-

ton get so rapidly gentrified and I feel
like I contributed to it,” said Denton,
who was quick to add she was speaking
to her situation and not for all Burling-
ton artists.

“To be honest, I feel sort of stupid at
this point. I feel like I shot myself in the
foot,” she said. “I really believed all
through my career here for almost 20
years that I was buying into or paying
forward into some idea of belonging and
community and strengthening a social
fabric that I was a vital thread in. I kind
of have had this time during the pan-
demic to be introspective and I’m like,
‘Oh, no.’”

Denton’s recent housing history in
Burlington includes having her rent
raised by almost $500 a month in 2017,
prompting her and her son to find a new
place to live. The owners sold that house
in 2020 and Denton said she and her
son “significantly downsized” when
they had to move into a smaller space in
that house.

“I’m just waiting for the other shoe to
drop because everyone around me has
gotten their rent raised,” Denton said.
“It’s just so painful to think about hav-
ing to leave.”

Vermont will lose a lot if artists have
to go to more-affordable locations else-
where.

“Burlington is this really, really inter-
esting, special incubator for the arts
that’s very different from a metropolis,”
said Denton, who has recently worked
with immigrants from Nepal, Bhutan,
Tibet and Somalia. “All of these cultures
are the faces of Vermont.”

Equity in housing, theater

Miller, whose roles in “Monty Py-
thon’s Spamalot” included portraying
Sir Galahad, said better housing makes
for better performances. How can a
dancer perform at top level with a bad
back from a substandard bed in a fur-
nished rental? he asked. By living in the
same complex as Northern Stage’s pro-
posal would create, he said cast and
crew form tighter bonds that inevitably
improve the work they present to audi-
ences.

Helen Rooker, production manager
for Northern Stage, came to the theater
company as an apprentice. They would
have had to put 100% of their salary to-
ward housing had they not grown up in
the Upper Valley and been able to stay
with family for a while.

Rooker now lives in a Northern Stage
subsidized rental downtown. By not
having to drive a long distance and be-
ing able to eat lunch at home rather than
on the road, Rooker can live more eco-
nomically and have “more personal
bandwidth” for their job.

Creating more affordable housing for
artists will let Northern Stage bring in
people of all economic backgrounds
who lack the benefit of living with fam-
ily that Rooker enjoyed.

“That’s one of the big questions in
theater,” they said. “How can we be
more equitable? How can we be more
fair?”

Contact Brent Hallenbeck at bhallen-
beck@freepressmedia.com. Follow
Brent on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
BrentHallenbeck.

Housing
Continued from Page 1A

Helen Rooker, from left, production manager, Thom Miller, an actor in “Spamalot,” and Thalia Schramm, company manager
and artistic producer for Northern Stage, sit outside the theater company’s Barrette Center for the Arts in White River
Junction on May 11. PHOTOS BY BRENT HALLENBECK/FREE PRESS

Theater-goers file into the Barrette
Center for the Arts in White River
Junction on May 11 for the Northern
Stage production of “Monty Python’s
Spamalot.”


